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Simple Woodland Management Plan for Forest School

Based on your Ecological Impact Assessment you can now compile a simple woodland management plan for your Forest School site.

The Forest School Management Plan will help to monitor and manage the ecological impact.  The plan should

· Set out a long term vision and three year aims for the woodland

· Describe the woodland, specifically identifying factors to consider for management.   

· Set current limits and target limits for the factors

· Describe how you will monitor the limits

· Suggest method of managing the factors.

Your Forest School management plan is at the micro level.  It is very unlikely that as a Forest School Leader you will be involved in the drawing up a full management plan (unless you are also the owner). However you should check to see if a full plan is in place so that your Forest School management plan complements the existing full management plan.

Further Reading
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	Name of Wood:
	Location:


	Grid Ref:



	Owner including full contact details:



	Number / frequency of users of the woodland




1. Using the grid below consider the factors and their impact on the woodland in Year 1.

	Factors having an impact

(activities, access, resources, etc)
	Level of impact

(high, medium, low)
	How will this affect the woodland? 

(compaction, denudation, pollution, corruption)
	How will you manage this?

	Eg.: Fire


	medium
	Denudation of deadwood (depend on frequency)

Compaction around the fire area
	Limit the frequency.

Bring in firewood from offsite.

Either move the fire area to limit compaction or dedicate a sacrificial area for seating.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2. Monitoring and Evaluation

· Ongoing observation will reveal the extent to which your Forest School activities are impacting on the environment. This will enable you to evaluate your management plan.

	Methods of Monitoring used: 

1.

2.


	 Frequency of Monitoring

1.

2.

	How does this feed back into the Management Plan?



3. Set Aims for Years 2 & 3

Briefly outline how you would continue your management of the above factors in the 2nd and 3rd year

	Aims for Year 2


	Aims for Year 3
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