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Communications Exercise

Below is a hypothetical letter to a local newspaper in response to a recent article about a proposed Forest School programme in the area. 

Read the letter and in groups discuss how you might respond to this as the Forest School Practitioner in question. 

Mock-up letter





Dear Daily Record,





Further to your article in yesterdays paper about the proposed “forest school” taking place at Leafy Wood, I would like to express my considerable concern with a number of the issues that were raised.





I have been walking my dog in Leafy Woods for years and the prospect of hundreds of children running riot through the woods fills me with dread. I am particularly concerned by the comments of the so-called forest school leader that you interviewed in the article who said they will be positively encouraging the children to be setting fire to the woods and using penknives for heavens sake!





I can’t possibly understand the educational value of children wasting their precious school time to be playing hide and seek when they could be learning proper subjects in the classroom, which incidentally has been built with my money as a tax payer.





Furthermore, it strikes me as highly irresponsible to be using the woods on a week-in week-out basis which is bound to have a detrimental effect on the wildlife and plant-life in the woods – something that is enjoyed by myself and many other dog walkers.





It is not surprising that the organisers of this charade are so out of touch with local feeling as we have never been consulted on this and would never have agreed to the idea of Leafy Wood being used as a venue for “treating” the yobs, layabouts and other anti-socials who are a constant headache to citizens such as myself. I implore the education professionals at County Hall to rethink this madness and keep the children at their desks where they belong.





Yours in consternation, A. Noyed (Mr)
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