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Teaching Notes for 

Module 4 – updated 21.06.12

(3-day training Mod 4 & 5: Suggestion is do Day 1 Mod 4, then Mod 5, then finally Day 2 of Mod 4)

	Content Day 1
	Teaching Activity
	Content for teaching


	Knots
	Knots  – revisit knots, teaching others knots, practicing for assessment in Mod 5
	Students to teach the class how to tie a knot (practising it in front of their peers). 

	Handbook
	Handbook – finishing handbook

	Discussion on handbook – they can either use the Safe Practice Handbook they have been filling in at Mod 3 and use this are their handbook for their FS sessions. Or they write their own handbook based on the Safe Practice Handbook. There is a short list of all of the sections contained in the SPH which they could use. Alternatively we still have the Handbook handout which shows all the sections they need. The only thing missing from the SPH is a daily operating procedure.



	Risk Assessments
	Risk assessments – Activity Risk Assessment
	Activity Risk Assessment form to be completed in pairs on their choice of activity. Group review of outcome.



	Tool and Fire Practice
	Tool and Fire Practice – students to practice with tools and fire in preparation for assessment in Mod 5


	Tool and Fire Practice for Mod 5



	Woodland Management plan

	Woodland Management plan 

	Woodland mgt techniques – coppicing, pollarding, thinning, felling, removal of invasive species, replanting, rotation of site

	Application of learning theories

	Application of learning theories – how do the theorists apply to FS?


	Application of learning theories – thinking about the application of the learning theories discussed in mod 3, which one could they use at their FS with their children? 

	Prepare for Cook out
	Preparation for cook out
	Cook out preparation – list of what they want to cook (try to get them to be adventurous) using different cooking methods and not to bring too much. Grill and charcoal will be provided. The rest they bring.
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After Module 5 Practical Skills Assessment

	Content Day 2
	Teaching Activity


	Content for teaching

	Review of day 1


	Storytelling chair (hot seat)
	Review of day 1 in Mod 4 – sometimes hard to do as the students have had their Practical Skills Assessment in between. See if it will work. If not do a normal review.

	Research on FS
	Research on FS - some research on FS and how to critically evaluate it. 
	Research on FS – O’Brien & Murray – Marvellous Opportunity to learn

Lynette Borradaile – FS Scotland and Evaluation

Sue Waite – FS research (several pieces)

Sam Massey – Benefits of FS in Early Years

Rowena Kenny – Case Study on FS and Early Years

Pentre – FS research

Tricia Maynard – FS leaders compared to teachers

(all research linked on tutor pages mod 4)

	Role of the Leader
	Role of the Leader – in promoting

a) Health and Safety

b) EI, SE and learning at FS

	Role of the leader – in promoting a) H&S – setting rules with kids, doing the risk assessments and working with kids on this

b) EI, SE and learning at FS – through working over time with kids and observations is working with preferred learning styles and setting achievable chunks and doing what suits the kids. Until they are more resilient and can taken on the next steps (ZPD and scaffolding).

	Communication Strategy


	Communication Strategy


	Communication Strategy – Mr Annoyed letter

Discuss in small groups their response to the letter. Then Group discussion & flip chart the main issues we need to communicate and how we communicate (letter/email/visit etc)

	Forest School session planning


	Forest School session planning  – 6-week programme, 
	FS session planning – can use forms. Suggest having an overall aim for the programme (very general eg improving communication), shape of the programme and the inclusion of free play

	Observations & Evaluations
	Observations & evaluations – how to observe and evaluate impact of FS. Evaluate FS programme
	Observations and evaluations – we observe through having lots of staff, debriefing at end of session (can use dictaphones) and writing these up. Use observations to base planning for next session.

	Risk Assessment
	Risk Assessment – daily RA (fill in form)
	Daily Risk Assessment – in pairs fill in the daily risk assessment form in the woods before cooking.

	Cook out

	Cook out – cooking with two different methods
	Cook out – creating the cooking fire and cooking various food. Eating it and tidying up. Provide solar shower for handwashing and tarps for food preparation.

	Next Steps
	FS Programme & Delivery Assessment
	Discussion on FS programme and Delivery Assessment 
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