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Introduction to Forest School level 1 Marking information – updated units
	Assessment Criteria
	Marking requirements
	Answer not sufficient & needs more

	1. Understand the Forest School approach to learning

1.1 Outline the Forest School approach to learning.
	1.1 What makes FS distinct – should see features such as working over time with children, working towards child-initiated learning (through the use of observation), scaffolding learning.
	1.1 what makes FS distinct – a list of three points is not enough. Need some expansion to points.

	 1.2 Identify the benefits of participating in Forest School.


	1.2 Two benefits of FS – should see features such as experience of achievement, improved communication, physical and social skills, improved comfortableness in engaging with the outdoors, awareness of own abilities etc.
	1.2 Two benefits of FS  - a list is not enough. Need some expansion to show understanding.


	1.3 Identify ways in which Forest School supports the development of the whole person.


	1.3 Three examples of activities / experiences and how they support the whole person  - should see three examples of activities/experiences from FS and how they each link to a number of areas of learning 
	1.3 Activities / experiences supporting the whole person  - just one link to an area of development per activity/experience is not enough. Needs to link to at least 2 areas of development.

	1.4 State ways that play can benefits participants at Forest School.
	1.4 a) Three features of play – freely chosen, self-directed, intrinsically motivated. 
b) Plus three benefits of play - stimulates imagination, encourages understanding of social norms and interaction, space to try things out and experiment


	1.4 a) Features of play – needs to list these three features: freely chosen, self-directed, intrinsically motivated. if written in own words it still needs to cover these three features.
b) Plus three benefits of play – not acceptable if describing teacher led activities, or strengthening teacher/child relations. Play (child on child)

	1.5 State the roles of the adults in a Forest School session s/he has observed.


	1.5 Three ways the adults worked at FS – had time to listen to children, knew children well to be able to adapt to child’s interests, encouraged children to explore their interests
	1.5 Three ways the adults worked at FS – if leader is keeping children ‘on track’, requiring children to ‘finish task’. Need to ask for more examples of supportive working with children at FS

	2. Be able to participate in a Forest School experience
2.1 Participate in a range of Forest School activities.


	2.1 a) Details of two items made by student during training. 

b) listing two experiences or activities students have participated in during training.
c) Tutor to observe and sign workbook as further evidence.


	2.1 a) items made  - must be made during training. 
b) two experiences or activities participated in  - must  be from training course. Needs more than just a photograph and title. 

c) Tutor to observe and sign – needs signing

	Assessment Criteria
	Marking requirements
	Answer not sufficient & needs more

	3. Understand the methods of identification of woodland species

3.1 Name methods of identifying woodland species, providing examples

	3.1 a) three methods of how to identify flora and fauna – by leaf shape, by seeds, by tracks, by bark, by twig shape

b) Three examples of flora / fauna and three identifying traits for each (Tree, ground flora and fauna)


	3.1 a) methods of identifying flora and fauna – if written about how to gather evidence, eg by putting out camera traps that is not enough. Need to show how to identify (and thereby be able to determine what the species is)

b) three identifying traits  - need 3 specific traits for each species. Can’t be general traits.



	4. Understand the impact of Forest School on the woodland environment

4.1 Identify ways in which Forest School could impact on the woodland environment


	4.1 a) two ways in which FS can harm a woodland (examples of denudation, compaction, pollution)

b) two ways of improving the woodland (rotating sites thereby leaving old site to rest, adding mini beast piles, planting trees) 
	4.1 a) harm a woodland  - needs to have more than just list of 4 factors. Should include some description of how we harm the woodland

b) improving the woodland  - needs to have more than just ‘making people aware of environment’ and include some positive interventions. 

	5. Understand hazards at Forest School

5.1 Identify different types of hazard and their associated risk

	5.1 a) what does Hazard mean?  - something which can harm.

b) What are the two components of Risk? – the harm/damage the hazard could cause and the likelihood of this harm occurring.


	5.1 a) Hazard  - must mention something which can harm.

b)  Risk – must mention potential harm



	5.2 State how these risks may be reduced.

	5.2 Reducing the Risk – Give 3 examples of hazard, the associated risk and how it could be managed (eg trip hazards such as stumps on ground, could cause trip/slip/fall injuries such as bruises, twisted ankles, broken bones. control action includes making children aware of looking at the ground, advise walking and take care 
	5.2 Three examples of hazard, the associated risk and how it could be managed  - need to ensure they have put in the risk and some sort of control measure (more than just making people aware).
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